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expired French criminals, some of whom had been
guilty of most atrocious crimes. France was still
sensitive on Egypt, and this was a delicate matter for
our Foreign and Colonial Offices. Rosebery, who had
already raised the matter in Parliament, recognised
that the Bill then before the French Senate could
not be altogether challenged, so he set himself to
suggest safeguards which would remove the strongest
Australian objections. He enumerated these in a
letter to Lord Derby (June llth); and the outcome
was satisfactory enough for him to withdraw a notice
of motion which had been on the paper of the House
of Lords for some weeks. In doing this he sketched
out the general outlines of the story, and professed
his willingness to leave the question in the hands of
the Foreign Office. Lord Granville explained that
urgent representations had been made to the French
Government. The scheme was modified, and the sub-
stantial service rendered to Australia by their recent
visitor was warmly recognised by some of his corre-
spondents, especially in Queensland which had seemed
to be particularly threatened. At the end of the
month W. E. Forster presided at a Conference on
Imperial Federation. Rosebery seconded the first
resolution as a declared supporter of the movement.
A little later he paid a flying visit to Amsterdam on
the Duke of Hamilton's yacht, and went sight-seeing
in her launch to Haarlem and other points accessible
by canal. The family moved to Dalmeny in August,
entertained the Prince and Princess of Wales for the
opening of the Forth Bridge, and immediately after-
wards received the Gladstone family. Gladstone was
oppressed by the dread that the obstruction of
reform by the House of Lords might drive the Liberal
party to attack the hereditary principle as such, and
had sent a note on the subject to the Queen.1 " Very
good and powerful " was Rosebery ?s observation.
The Queen also was greatly impressed by this
memorandum. Mr. Gladstone made three successful

1 Letters, Second Series, vol. iii, ch. vi, p. 531.